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up, but I persuaded him to sit still in his chair. Took leave and
went on to Portsmouth." [He was now on circuit and in a press
of legal business.] " May 17. Benj. Moss Jr. is sent to acquaint
me that my dear father died the evening before. It rains hard.
Holds up about 5 P.M. I ride to Hampton [from Portsmouth]
lodge at Mr. Cotton^s where am very kindly entertained. May
18. Ride to Newbury in the rain. Bury my father. Sabbath,
May 19. Mr. Tappan in the afternoon preached a funeral ser-
mon from Prov. 19. 20. Said my father was a true Nathaniel
[i.e., a man in whom there was no guile.] It seems about a fort-
night before, upon discourse of going to meeting my father said
he could not go, but hoped to go shortly to a Greater Assembly.
The Lord pardon all my sins of omission and commission towards
him and help me to prepare to die. Accept of any little labor
of love towards my dear parents. I had just sent four pounds of
raisins, which with the canary were very refreshing to him.
Worthy1 Mr. Hale of Beverly [he also had a hand in the Salem
witchcraft business] was buried the day before my father. So
was Mr. John Wadsworth of Duxbury who died May 15^ 1700.
I used to be much refreshed with his company when I went to
Plymouth; and was so this last time."

"Jany. 14, 1701. Having been certified last night about 10
o'clock of the death of my dear mother at Newbury, Sam and I
set out with John Sewall, the messenger, for that place. Hired
horses at Charlestown; set out about 10 o'clock in a great fog.
I followed the bier single. Went about 4 P.M. Nath1- Bricket
taking in hand to fill the grave I said Forbear a little and suffer
me to say that amidst our bereaving sorrows we have the comfort
of beholding this saint put into the rightful possession of that
happiness, of living desired and dying lamented. She lived
commendably four and fifty years with her dear husband and
my dear father. And she could not well brook the being di-
vided from him at her death ; which is the cause of our taking
leave of her in this place. She was a true and constant lover of
God's word, worship and saints ; and she always with a patient
cheerfulness submitted to the divine decree of providing bread
for herself and others in the sweat of her brows. And now her
infinitely gracious and bountiful master has promoted her to the